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Lorax/Easter Island Comparison 

Ms. Bean will show the video clip below from the link below.  Please take notes during the video clip in the box 
provided.  It might be important things mentioned, or just your initial reactions.  

http://www.history.com/topics/easter-island/videos#historys-mysteries-easter-island 
 

 

 

 

The Story of Easter Island: 

When Easter Island was rediscovered in 1722, it quickly became one of the world’s most amazing mysteries. 

This tiny island in the middle of the Pacific Ocean is more than 2000 miles from the nearest continent, South 

America, and more than 1400 miles from the nearest habitable island. The Dutch explorers who found the 

island saw a scorched wasteland, with some withered grass and ferns, and not a single tree or bush over ten 

feet tall. The largest native animals on the island were insects. About 2000 natives lived on the island. They 

had a few small leaky boats, and they lived in caves during the rainy season. They had no idea that any other 

people existed until the explorers arrived.  The mystery was that on the shore of the island stood more than 

200 massive stone statues, up to 33 feet tall and weighing up to 80 tons. The statues came from a stone 

quarry six miles from the coast. In the quarry and along the paths to the shore were 700 more statues even 

more massive than the standing ones, up to 65 feet tall and weighing up to 270 tons. Without any machines or 

wheels, without any trees or rope, without any oxen or large animals, it was impossible that these poor 

natives could have moved these heavy stones. Some people thought that space aliens must have built these 

amazing statues! Today scientists have figured out the tragic story of Easter Island. For 30,000 years, Easter 

Island was a lush, forest paradise with rich soil and many kinds of plants and animals. The palm trees grew 80 

feet tall and 6 feet across. Around the year 400, a tiny group of 20 or 30 Polynesian explorers sailed across the 

ocean to the island, and settled there. They had plenty to eat: fruits and vegetables, sea birds and fish. The 

villages grew quickly, until the island had up to 10,000 people. 

The people started building small statues around stone platforms for ceremonies and to remember their 

ancestors. Soon each village was trying to build bigger statues than the others. The Islanders started chopping 

down the palm trees to make rollers and sledges to move the statues, and cutting other trees to make rope. 

By the year 700 the forests on Easter Island started to shrink, and by 1500 most trees and island animals were 

extinct.  Without the palm trees, the people could no longer build houses or canoes and started running out of 

fuel for fires. Without canoes, they could not go fishing or travel to other islands. They ate the other island 

birds and animals until they were also extinct. For a while, people were so hungry that they became cannibals 

to survive. The villages collapsed, and the population crashed to only 2000 people hiding in caves, eating 

whatever they could find.  The people began to fight with each other and to knock down each other’s statues. 

Soon many the statues were knocked down. 

http://www.history.com/topics/easter-island/videos#historys-mysteries-easter-island


 

Discussion Questions: 

1) Why were natives of Easter Island able to survive on the limited resources of the island for hundreds of 

years (before the fall of their civilization)? 

 

 

 

 

 

2) What caused the environment to lose its stability on Easter Island? 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Island Lorax 

Using the Venn Diagram, compare and contrast the Lorax and Easter Island 



3) How does the story of Easter Island compare to what happened in The Lorax?  

 

 

 

 

 

4) Why do you think some people searched so hard for other explanations of Easter Island’s devastation? 

 

 

 

 

 

5) How do you think this might be affecting the discussion today of how people are affecting the entire 

planet?  

 

 

 

 

6) What would the Lorax have said to the Easter Islanders?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

7) What do you think he would say to us? 

 

 

 



8) As we look around at our own habitat, our own small planet Earth, we can think about this story and 

ask some questions. Why didn’t they look around, see what they were doing, and stop before it was 

too late? 

 

 

 

9) What events could push Earth beyond its ability to sustain life? 

 

 

 

 

10) What were they thinking when they cut down the last palm tree? 

 

 

 

 

 

11) What steps could the Once-Ler and the Easter Islanders have taken in order to avoid the problems they 

encountered? 

 

 

12) How can you change your lifestyle to more effectively ensure a long-term quality environment?   

 

 

 

 

HW Assignment:  Compare and contrast the Lorax and Easter Island.  What are the key environmental issues? 

How are they similar/how do they differ? How do these issues relate to the world today?  Address the impacts 

of dependence on a limited resource and pollution can have on both society and wildlife. What steps could the 

Once-ler and the Easter Islanders have taken in order to avoid the problems they encountered? Make sure to 

use key examples from both the Lorax and Easter Island. 


