
Classification Kingdom Activity 
Directions: 
 

 Place students in groups of 2-3 
 Each group should get a baggie of numbered organism cards 
 Students should use the dichotomous key to help sort the organism cards into kingdoms 
 After creating kingdom groups, students should explain the characteristics of each group 
 

1. A. unicellular 
    B. multicellular 

Go to 2 
Go to 3 

2. A. prokaryote 
    B. eukaryote 

Go to 5  
Kingdom Protista 

3. A. producer/autotroph 
    B. consumer/heterotroph 

Kingdom Plantae 
Go to 4 

4. A. no cell wall 
    B. has a cell wall 

Kingdom Animalia 
Kingdom Fungi 

5. A. lives in extreme, harsh environments 
    B. lives in milder environments 
     *If you cannot determine, say Bacteria 

 

Kingdom Archaebacteria 
Kingdom Bacteria 
 
  

Kingdom Archaebacteria 
Characteristics ______________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Organism Card Numbers _____________________________________________________ 
 
Kingdom Bacteria 
Characteristics ______________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Organism Card Numbers _____________________________________________________ 
 
Kingdom Protista 
Characteristics ______________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Organism Card Numbers _____________________________________________________ 
 
Kingdom Fungi 
Characteristics ______________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Organism Card Numbers _____________________________________________________ 
 
Kingdom Plantae 
Characteristics ______________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Organism Card Numbers _____________________________________________________ 
 
Kingdom Animalia 
Characteristics ______________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Organism Card Numbers _____________________________________________________ 



Classification Kingdom Activity Organism Cards 
 

1.  2. 3. 

4. This tiny organism 

spends its day reproducing 
rapidly (about once every 
20 minutes), often inside 

the bodies of other 
organisms. Its genetic 

material is not contained 
inside a nucleus. 

5. 6. 

7. 8. 9. 

10. This very small, 

thin organism spends 
its day using its 

flagellum to propel 
itself through pond 
water. If sunlight is 

available, it can make 
its own food. 

11. 12. 

 
 



Classification Kingdom Activity Organism Cards 
 

13. 14. 15. 

16. 17. This organism spends 

its day attached a hard 
underwater surface. Water 
currents flowing through it 
provide the organism with 

food and oxygen and remove 
its wastes. It has no organs, 

but some of its cells have 
specialized jobs. 

18. 

19. 20. 21. 

22. 23. 24. This rather soft, 

low-lying organism 
spends its day taking 

nutrients from a rotten 
log through its hyphae. 
It continues to undergo 
cell division and grow 

larger. 
 
 



Classification Kingdom Activity Organism Cards 
 
 

25. 26. This organism 

spends its day taking 
in carbon dioxide and 

releasing oxygen 
through its stomata. 
It never eats but can 
grow many meters 

tall. 

27. 

28. This organism 

spends its day 
roaming through the 

forest in search of 
food. Its hunting 

techniques require 
use of its keen sense 
of smell and hearing. 

29. This organism 

spends its day in hot 
gases and molten rock 
deep within the earth. 

This type of tiny 
organism existed 

billions of years ago. 

30. 

31. This organism 

spends its day moving 
through water or soil 
by using pseudopods 
which may surround 

food and take the food 
inside its cell 
membrane. 

32. 33. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classification Kingdom Activity Organism Card Key 
 
 
 
Bacteria 
 
 

  

  

  

This tiny organism spends its day 
reproducing rapidly (about once 
every 20 minutes), often inside 

the bodies of other organisms. Its 
genetic material is not contained 

inside a nucleus. 

This organism spends its day in 
hot gases and molten rock deep 
within the earth. This type of tiny 
organism existed billions of years 

ago. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classification Kingdom Activity Organism Card Key 
 
 
Protists 
 

  

  

 

This very small, thin organism 
spends its day using its flagellum 

to propel itself through pond 
water. If sunlight is available, it 

can make its own food. 

This organism spends its day 
moving through water or soil by 
using pseudopods which may 

surround food and take the food 
inside its cell membrane. 

This organism spends its day attached 
a hard underwater surface. Water 

currents flowing through it provide the 
organism with food and oxygen and 
remove its wastes. It has no organs, 
but some of its cells have specialized 

jobs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classification Kingdom Activity Organism Card Key 
 
Fungi 
 

  

  

 
This rather soft, low-lying 

organism spends its day taking 
nutrients from a rotten log through 

its hyphae. It continues to 
undergo cell division and grow 

larger. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classification Kingdom Activity Organism Card Key 
 
Plants 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

This organism spends its day 
taking in carbon dioxide and 
releasing oxygen through its 

stomata. It never eats but can 
grow many meters tall. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classification Kingdom Activity Organism Card Key 
 
 
Animals 
 

  

  

 

This organism spends its day 
roaming through the forest in 

search of food. Its hunting 
techniques require use of its keen 

sense of smell and hearing. 

 


